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- Tha UAIUNO DATE of this communication appears on tha covar ahaat with tho corraspondence address ~ 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE t MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

* Extensions of time may be available muter the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of tha communication. 

- if tha period for repjy a pacified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within tha statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wifl be consldared timeiy. 

- V NO period lor reply ts specified above, tha majdmum statutory period vrffl apply and wiB enpiro SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this cornmunicetion. 

• Future to reply within tha sat of extended period for reply will, by sta&te, cause tho application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maiBng data of this communication, even if Umefy Tiled, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 November 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-65.67.68 and 70 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above cf aim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Clatm(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S Claim(s) 7-65. 67. 68 and 70 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aQ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .65(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawings) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). / 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0* 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment^) 

1) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-692) 4)0 Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-946) Papet No(syMafl Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTCM449 or PTO/S8/08) $) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No*Q>'MaS Date . 6) □ Other . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/623,426 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3643 

The amendment filed on 1 1-1 9-2003 have been considered, as a result, the 
election of species requirement has been withdrawn. However, an additional election of 
species requirement is deemed to be proper 

Election of Species 

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

The species are as follows: 

Species I, claim 22, 

Species II, claim 24 

Species III, daim 27, and 30-32. 

Species IV, claim 28. 

Species V, claims 34, 35 and 47. 

Species VI, claims 36 and 37. 

Species VII, claim 38. 

Species VIII, claim 39 and 40. 

Species IX, claims 41 and 42. 

Species X, daim 43. 

Species XI, daim 44. 

Species XII, daim 45. 

Species XIII, daim 46. 

Spedes XIV, daims 48-57, 67, 68 and 70. 
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Species XV, claim 60. 
Species XVI, claim 62, 
Species XVII, claim 64. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply 
must also Identify the claims readable on the elected species, including any claims 
subsequently added. An argument that a daim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

The daims are deemed to correspond to the spedes listed above in the following 
manner: 

Spedes I indudes a means for controlled feeding of an animal to automatically 
recognize whether the animal is provided with a spedfic amount of feed. 

Species II indudes a means for direding the animal toward one of the outlets doors 
comprising a tumable fence. 

Species III indudes a means for automatically separating and/or isolating an identified 
animal is a locate within the movable hut. 

Spedes IV indudes a means for controlling the content of subcutaneous fat on selected 
areas of an identified animal. 

Species V indudes a mud hole. 

Species VI includes a mud hole in combination with a draining means. 
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Species VII includes a mud hole in combination with a means for adding liquid. 
Species VIII includes a movable mud hole. 

Species IX includes facilities for slaughtering the animals is positioned within or in dose 
proximity to the fenced in open air field area. 

Species X includes facilities for slaughtering the animals and a means for collecting the 
waste from the slaughtering facilities. 

Species XI includes a means for detecting and selecting an anirrel ready for 
slaughtering. 

Species XII includes a certain amount of animals. 

Species XIII includes the fenced in field area is no less than 10 square meter per animal 
in the system. 

Species XIV includes a plurality of enclosures. 

Species XV includes measuring the skin of a porker via infra red radiation from the 
animal. 

Species XVI includes adjusting the amount of feed fed to each porker based on the air 
temperature. 

Species XVII includes separating a porker in response to the determined temperature of 
said porker. 

Claims 1-21. 23, 25, 26, 29, 33, 58, 59, 61, 63, 65 and 68 are anticipated or lack 
inventive step over the Prior Art of Record, and therefore, lack a special technical 
feature and are not gieneric 

The following claim(s) are generic: No claims appear to be generic 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PC I 
Rule 1 3.1 because, under PCT Rule 1 3.2, the species lack the same or corresponding 
special technical features for the following reasons: Each of the species listed above 
contain a special technical feature which is not claimed in any of the remaining species. 
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A telephone call was made to Mr Iver Cooper on 02*23-2004 to request an oral 



election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2694. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30a.m. 
to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 703-308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). a I) 
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In re Application of: 
Patrick Devon Dougherty et al 
Serial No. 10/937,925 
Filed: September 1 0, 2004 



DECISION ON PETITION 
TO MAKE SPECIAL 
(ENERGY) 



For: TREE SAW ATTACHMENT 



This is a decision on the petition filed September 10, 2004 under 37 CFR 1 .102 (c) to 
make the above-identified application special under the accelerated examination 
procedure set forth in MPEP 708.02, Section VI: Energy. 

A grantable petition to make an application special under 37 C.F.R. 1 .102 (c), MPEP 
708.02, Section VI for an invention which materially contributes to (A) the discovery or 
development of energy resources, or (B) the more efficient utilization and conservation 
of energy resources must be accompanied by statements under 37 CFR 1 .102 by 
applicant or his attorney explaining how the invention materially contributes to 
category (A) or (B) set forth above. 

The petition includes a the statement that "Applicants' tree saw attachment makes it 
possible to remove trees using skid loaders and the like instead of heavier 
construction equipment which require more fuel." This statement fails to provide a 
direct link between the invention and the conservation of energy. Although the use of 
the invention may require less fuel than the use of heavier equipment, the use of the 
invention itself has not been shown to provide an energy savings in fuel. That is, it 
has not been shown that the invention saves energy over like inventions. The 
comparison has been made with other, different heavy equipment. Such a 
comparison does not support a showing that the invention conserves energy. 

For the above stated reasons, the petition is DISMISSED . 

Any request for reconsideration must be filed within TWO MONTHS of the date of this 
decision. Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) are permitted. Should petitioner 
desire reconsideration, he should supplement this petition by a declaration or 
statement giving the information as outlined above. Petitioner should promptly submit 
such a renewed petition to the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 



-2- 



Washington, D.C. 20231 . The envelope should indicate that the correspondence be 
brought to the attention of Technology Center 3600. 

Until the renewed petition is submitted, the application will be returned to the 
examiner's docket to await treatment on the merits in the normal order of examination. 



Kenneth J. Dorner 
Special Programs Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
(703) 308-0866 



kjd:12/13/04 




NOTICE OF OFFtCE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 
(I) cease ma.hng copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent ' 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 

^nr^Tf ^ edi " 8S; "? (2) pr0Vide Clectronic ■««" t0 ' with convenient downloading 
capability of. the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
~ e „ , Befo / e f ccas | n 8 to P~vide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 

SS'iST ^ ?" ly ° f *" E - Pattm RefCrCnCC fea,Ure b * conduc «"« * t-o- m onm P Mo, 

?! ^ k?S 3C, T ma ' lcd aftCT DeCCmber 1 • 2003 - The 0fr '« ^all evaluate the 
pilot Project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office s web site 

(www.USPTO i.ov ) and ,n the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patenl 

Reference feature dunng the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 

references with Office actions, the applicant must: (I) obtain a digital certificate from the Office- 

cuLtlr„ a , C m ^ m ?L nUn ! ber from «* 0fficC ' ™ d (3) P 10 ^ ™ 0Cl *e plications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 

iSSSSSST* ° f 80 Patent document5 ** non -P atent "terature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references w.ll continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the interna" 2? Z£L 
for reexamination proceedings. ^ 

Description of Pilot Projecl to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1. 2003, the Office will make available a new feature. E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office s private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
exarmncr on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
pubhcat.ons submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 
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Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patenl Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
tafrastnicture (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pendmgand new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
fruppued by the Office) required to access pnvate PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
^ certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) iveb page * 

3 f "ST? NUmbCr ' d ° XVnlM(1 and comple,e ,he Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
Sr'i ^ /A ^- u sP<"^v^eb/f9nn«/shOI?5 nrtf . The completed form can then be 

2E^?£ y ? Z l ° EleCtronic BusiheSs Ccnter at < 703 > 308 - 284 °. or mailed to the 

?L T ^ 4 n & islere6 a ' lorn =y or patent agent, then your registration 

Ztll n bc h assoc,s ; c{ L w » th your customer number. This is accomplished bv adding your 

T l u the CU f ° mer NumbCT Re °- Ucst **»- A dcscri ^°" ofas'sociating a 
customer number w.th an application is described at the EBC web pane af 

httpr/Avww.usnto.govfehfy^ gistration pair frml 

Tte E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
a^S XT? ^ TtS? U P^W«~P«blicaUoLeferenceTwm^ 
S^ThJ£? , 1 T"^ ° ffiCC ' S " CW E ' Patent Reference feature ^e size of the 
be «Z^H I d0 r ,l0aded J W,ll * di$P ' aye<1 by ***** Reftrencc «» «• Unload time can 
be estimated Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 

£ZT£ TaI °o CitCd ., referenCCS Se,CC,cd refcrences wil1 be dov^loaded as compfe r 

USPTO will include a copy of th.s notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 

fel^ "1 ' f T^l 'I takC the StCp$ ° U,Iined abovc jn <° be able'lT, « this new 
feature dunng the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. paten. 

SSZT PU r ° n - eferenCCS - ^ C ° picS ° f U S P a,ent «« VS P atc "» a PP'i"tion 
pubhcation references cted by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 

feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
pub >cat,on references so the Office will beable to objectively evaluate its performance The 

SJ£l ZZTf^T' C °T mS 10 IKC ° fficC °" lhe ^ and P perfoZnce of the 
E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 

SSS 5 " 0 ' represented by a practitioner, are encouraged fo experiment with 
^in!Tn P pr ° k r,C,e ~y m ,hc ^ture. and establish new internal processes for 

fo I 1 ° . C ' S ' Pa,Cn,S U ' S - Patem a PP iication P^IicaUons to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying co £ ies 0 f such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access (o the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRefcrencdausn.r, onv or 
by facsumlp to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable forSc 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer serv.ee centers. Comments concerning digital certif.ca.es, customer numbers, and 

55S ^Tn«™ n L U "i berS With a PP ,ications sh ° u " be *«« <° the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 

',° ,mp l en,em ,tS ? ,an ,0 ceasc maili "8 P>P" copies of U.S. patent references cited 
dunng exam.nat.on of non prov, s ,onal applications on or after February 2. 2004; although copies 

aoott IT ? T- d ° CUm l ntS( 35 We " 35 n ° n -P atCn ' Ktt »»* * rnailcS «o the^ 

applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into ITW. 

For Further Information Contact 

J, C ^^ 0rmaUOn °? 0peRl,i0n ° f ^ FW s y» tem can bc found °n «h« USPTO website 
at http.//www. US pto.gov/wcb/patent ! ,'irw/index.htrnl. Comments concerning the E-Patent 

t^^T^T 1005 concemin 8 the openrtkm of the PAIR system should be directed 

7<S 2U t I a l (86 c 6 i^' 9197 - EBC ™y also bc *»y facsimile at 

( 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@usplo.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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